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Topics
• Why exhibit?
• What makes a good exhibit?
• Exhibit Rules – ANA, PNNA, etc.
• Building the exhibit
• If you choose to compete – how to win!

• Exhibit classes and exhibit cases
• How collector exhibits are judged

• Show and Tell
• Discussion
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Why Exhibit?
•Purpose

• Educate
• Audience: other numismatists, and the general public
• Share what you know, and what you own
• Win awards and prizes!

• To do these, an exhibit needs to:
• Attract and hold attention
• Present information and be understandable

•Competing for awards and prizes
• Have another hurtle… scoring well with judges
• We will get to that later… the basics are the same whether we compete or not
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What do you like in an exhibit?
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What do you like in an exhibit?
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What do you like in an exhibit?
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Standard cases
• Easy: use standard, most shows will 

loan cases to you (if you ask)
• PNNA (Portland - April Tukwilla – Apr & Sept)
• WCC (Portland - Nov)
• Salem (Salem-area - Dec)
• Boeing (Kent - Jan)
• ANA shows

• You can use other sizes – varies regarding what can/will be accommodated
• You can use other cases – ANA is very fussy about how they lock
HINT: be sure to “register” in advance… 
and ask them if you have special needs – 
and let them know how many cases you need.
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Exhibit 
areas
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James’ Note
I use 33” x 21”
For my layouts
with flexible paper
(slips under locks)
It fits wells in WCC
cases (and ANA),
I’ll show you!

ANA says this

for RIGID boards
30” x 20”
Works well
For rigid backgrounds –
avoids lock(s) in front,
avoids the arms on
left and right sides.

Locks interfere with RIGID - paper will slip “under”
(unless you elevate it)
ANA cases: two locks
Everyone else: one lock (centered)
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James’ Note
I use 33” x 21”
For my layouts
with flexible paper
(slips under locks)
It fits wells in WCC
cases (and ANA),
I’ll show you!

ANA says this

for RIGID boards
30” x 20”
Works well
For rigid backgrounds –
avoids lock(s) in front,
avoids the arms on
left and right sides.

Locks interfere with RIGID - paper will slip “under”
(unless you elevate it)
ANA cases: two locks
Everyone else: one lock (centered)

Magic ANA Case Dimensions and Photoshop Values
33” x 21” is my standard size to target for Photoshop
33.75” x 21.75” is a tight-fitting interior of MY case
36” x 24” is a standard poster size (FedEX, etc.)
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James’ Note
I use 33” x 21”
For my layouts
with flexible paper
(slips under locks)
It fits wells in WCC
cases (and ANA),
I’ll show you!

for RIGID boards
30” x 20”
Works well
For rigid backgrounds –
avoids lock(s) in front,
avoids the arms on
left and right sides.

Locks interfere with RIGID - paper will slip “under”
(unless you elevate it)
ANA cases: two locks
Everyone else: one lock (centered)

Single LOCK cases
(PNNA, WCC, Salem, etc.)Double LOCK cases

(ANA)

BEWARE
of these tight spots
especially with anything rigid



Know your show / register for space
• Get exhibit RULES – KNOW them

• Maximum number of cases?
• Maximum number of entries?
• Material allowed?
• Setup/tear-down schedule; who can help
• Judging rules

• Pick a class to exhibit in; for ANA there may also be “special awards”
• Apply for exhibit space (deadlines vary)
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What to Create and Bring – on one page
• Background

• Buy fabric… cut to fit – 36”x25” works well (cut corners so it lays up on sides)
• Most exhibitors use a BLACK or WHITE

• colors and patterns can be distracting (they can be great too)

• Layout (many ideas to share)
• neatness matters – there are many ways to accomplish this
• Consider raising toward glass

• Numismatic Materials
• in protection is fine – many exhibitors swear by putting them out “raw”
• consider how to show “down side” (2 pieces, photo, mirror)

• “Extras” to add interest
• Very valuable – but don’t get carried away to the point of distraction!

• Tip: bring pen, marker, scissors for fine adjustments
• Nice to have: paper towels, window washer
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Common mistakes

inaccurate, or boring

trying to display
TOO MUCH

A crowded exhibit
NEVER looks good

trying to SHARE
TOO MUCH
The fix is to break up 
material with 
headings… keep 
material under each 
heading concise
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Common mistakes

Including extraneous
unrelated material
(off the theme)
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Common mistakes

Breaking a rule

Spelling errors

Curling paper
(sitting in a case for
days can be cruel)

“Make a map.”
TIP: I take a PHOTO
(with my phone)
of my trial layout at
home & bring it
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TIP:
Set up at home
(one case at a time if you
don’t have the space to
do all at once) –
and PACK as you take
the exhibit apart.



Seminar on Numismatic Exhibiting 18

Know when:
• setups are allowed
• when JUDGING is done
• when tear-down is allowed
• rules on “friends” helping

WCC, PNNA judge on Saturday
Boeing judges on Sunday



Judging
criteria

full sheet
(example)
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Judging
criteria

1 of 7
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Judging
criteria

2 of 7
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You know a
creative or 
original
exhibit when 
you see one!

Judging
criteria

3 of 7
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Common mistakes

trying to display
TOO MUCH

Curling paper
(sitting in a case for
days can be cruel)

Distracting 
background, or
Background designs 
gets partially covered

Judging
criteria

4 of 7
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Common mistakes

Omitting key
numismatic info
(what is 
appropriate?)

Omitting information
of general interest,
and easy to grasp
what your point is

Judging
criteria

5 of 7
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Common mistakes

Not mentioning 
something about 
how long it took to 
collect all the pieces.  
Be BRIEF – but do say 
something about 
this!

Judging
criteria

6 of 7
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Common mistakes

Not explaining the 
rarity explicitly!

Judging
criteria

7 of 7
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Common mistakes

Illegal displays
• size of paper money photos
• inclusion of illegal to own 

pieces
Ownership
• See rules (for competitive 

exhibits – generally you 
must OWN it yourself)

Reproductions
• Should be well labeled, and 

used with purpose and 
sparingly (we want to see 
real numismatic items!!!)

Value
• ANA “Coin Week” award 

has limits
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Common mistakes

Forgetting to give credit 
for photos
• ”Photos by exhibitor”
• “All photos are of pieces in this 

exhibit, and were taken by the 
exhibitor”

Forgetting to list 
sources

Including photo of 
exhibitor, or name of 
exhibitor – DO NOT DO 
THIS!
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Note

Exhibits and the show 
floor generally have some 
security overnight – 
consider the dealer 
inventory!

However – you are 
ALWAYS required to agree 
that you are taking all the 
risks - so you should be 
insured or willing to 
accept a loss.



The ANA has a strict policy that no exhibit 
can be in conflict with Federal law. 
• The requirement to label all counterfeits ALWAYS applies.
• ANA rule 6 (both conventions) is directed at US paper money.

• All forms of false Federal paper money are contraband. This presently includes all vintages.

• Counterfeit coins okay
• The Secret Service expresses no interest in counterfeit coins, particularly obsolete types. 
• ANA will not disqualify an exhibit of counterfeit obsolete coins. 
• If the modern counterfeits were intended to circulate (none since Henning?), they would depending on the 

context of the exhibit. If they are intended solely for sale to collectors, and not to spend, they would be 
allowed.
• Thus the fake errors would be OK.
• The Henning pieces have a well-established history and are no longer being made, so they are okay.
• The Von Nothaus Liberty dollars (rounds and paper receipts) were all returned to their owners by the judge in that 

case, so are not considered contraband.

• Mutilated coinage
• The fakes coming from China for redemption as mutilated coinage (which are no longer being redeemed for 

anyone, regardless of source) would be allowed as long as they were part of a story about the change in mint 
rules regarding mutilated coinage. The exhibited coins would just be part of the story. It would behoove the 
exhibitor to not be too explicit about the material on exhibit.
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James’ process
• Get idea, sketch explanation and layout
• Collect material (make sure I have it – or have plan to get)
• Rough draft layout (before making it all pretty)
• Exhibit as soon as possible (practice)
• TIP: don’t skip a show ‘cause you aren’t quite ready

• Exhibit at least once (judged) before going to ANA show
•Most of my exhibits are local (most never go to ANA show)
• Much easier to transport, and easier to do multiple cases
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Sources

title

Minting coins, error coins

3 strikes, one coin,
different placement

3 pence, one coin,
same placement

3 strikes, 3 coins,
bonded together

multiple strikes capped diebonding

3Different coins

Striking errors

Errors in striking

3¢ ?, 3¢ and 3 pence

3¢ ? 3¢ 3 pence
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Exhibit for fun and to share!

More resources…
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money.org
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money.org



Exhibit for fun and to share!

Questions?

Thank you!
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